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I. Drawings 

1. According to the specification the guide bar assembly (12) consists of the guide bar (15) and 

the carriage (24). Reference numeral (12) in figure 1 does not indicate these elements and it 
is therefore unclear what is encompassed by the term "guide bar assembly" or by reference 
numeral (12). 

2. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 

Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended 
drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description 
of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheef or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 
II. Specification 

1. The specification should include the following sections: 
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1.1. Brief Summary of the Invention: See MPEP § 608.01(d). A brief summary or 
general statement of the invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1.73. The summary is 
separate and distinct from the abstract and is directed toward the invention rather than 
the disclosure as a whole. The summary may point out the advantages of the 
invention or how it solves problems previously existent in the prior art (and 
preferably indicated in the Background of the Invention). If possible, the nature and 
gist of the invention or the inventive concept should be set forth. Since the purpose of 
the brief summary of invention is to apprise the public, and more especially those 
interested in the particular art to which the invention relates, of the nature of the 
invention, the subject matter of the invention should be described in one or more 
clear, concise sentences or paragraphs. While the brief summary of invention should 
be consistent with the subject matter of the claims, the form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, should be avoided. 
III. Claim Objections 

1. Claims 3-6, 17 and 26 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

1.1. With respect to claim 3, "cooperate" in line 2 should read, "cooperates". 

1.2. With respect to claim 4, "cooperate" in line 3 should read, "cooperates". 

1.3. With respect to claim 5, "is slide out of" in line 4 should read "is slid out of. 

1.4. With respect to claim 6, it is unclear what is meant by the term, "position to the and 
intermediate position" in lines 2-3. 

1.5. With respect to claim 17, "is slide out of" in line 3 should read "is slid out of. 
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1 .6. With respect to claim 26, "alone" in line 8 should read, "along" and "another" in line 
9 should read, "other". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

IV, Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 112 

The following is a quotation from the relevant paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

(2) The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claim 4, 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

1.1. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the guide bar assembly which further cooperate with a 
hinged guide assembly that is coupled to the frame assembly." in 3-5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1.2. Claim 15 recites the limitation "a fixed guide bar assembly" and "a hinged guide bar 
assembly" in multiple places. This phraseology is inconsistent with prior usage of, "a 
guide bar assembly (12)," "a fixed guide assembly (4)," and "a hinged guide 
assembly (5)." This renders the claim indefinite because the specification describes 
the guide bar assembly (12) interacting with the fixed guide assembly (4) and the 
hinged guide assembly (5), and only the guide bar assembly (12) is understood to 
include a guide bar (15). Examiner assumes that "a fixed guide bar assembly" and 
''a hinged guide bar assembly" in claim 15 should read "a fixed guide assembly" 
and "a hinged guide assembly " 

V. Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

l.Claim(s) 1-14 and 26-33 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
BRADLEY (US 6,315,181). 

LI. With respect to claim 1, BRADLEY discloses a frame (12), mounted on a support, a 
bed platform (44)/(30), one end pivotally coupled to the frame (44), other end 
coupled to the frame for sliding and hinged movement (30), a sliding mechanism (14) 
and pivoting mechanism (14)/(20). 

1.2. With respect to claim 2, BRADLEY additionally teaches the sliding mechanism 
having a guide bar assembly (32) cooperating with a fixed guide assembly (28) 
coupled to the frame. 

1.3. With respect to claim 3, BRADLEY additionally discloses the pivoting mechanism 
having a guide bar assembly (32) cooperating v^ith a hinged guide assembly (28) 
coupled to the fi:ame. 

1 .4. With respect to claim 4, BRADLEY additionally discloses the sliding mechanism 
having a guide bar assembly (32) cooperating with a fixed guide assembly (28) 
coupled to the frame and the pivoting mechanism (14)/(20) is the guide bar assembly 
(32) cooperating with the hinged guide assembly (28). 
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1.5. With respect to claim 5, BRADLEY additionally discloses a latch mechanism (60) 
coupling the guide bar assembly to the hinged guide assembly as the guide bar 
assembly is slid out of engagement with the fixed guide assembly. 

1.6. With respect to claim 6, BRADLEY additionally discloses the latch mechanism 
released when the hinged guide is moved to an intermediate position (Col. 8-9). 

1.7. With respect to claim 7, BRADLEY additionally discloses a pair of spaced apart 
outboard ladder grips (38)/(104), and an inboard ladder grip (36) located midway 
between the outboard grips. 

1.8. With respect to claim 8, BRADLEY additionally discloses a ladder rung grip (36) on 
the platform. 

1.9. With respect to claims 9 and 10, BRADLEY additionally discloses the roof of a 
vehicle. 

1.10. With respect to claim 11, BRADLEY additionally discloses a main latch securing 
the platform in the stowage position (Col 14 Li. 18-29). 

1.11. With respect to claim 12, BRADLEY additionally discloses the manually operative 
sliding and pivoting mechanisms comprising a handle (52)/(92). 

1.12. With respect to claim 13, BRADLEY additionally discloses the frame assembly 
having a length substantially equal to a length of the bed assembly. 

1.13. With respect to claim 14, BRADLEY additionally discloses a mechanical dampener 
(64). 

1.14. With respect to claim 26, BRADLEY discloses a ladder rack including a frame 
(12), and a bed platform (44)/(30), mounted to the top of a vehicle, a ladder on the 
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platform, sliding one end of the bed assembly outwardly over a side of the vehicle 
while pivoting another end about a fixed point, pivoting one end downwardly while 
pivoting the other end about the fixed point, and removing the ladder (compare figs. 
2-4). 

1.15. With respect to claim 27, BRADLEY additionally discloses a mechanical dampener 
(64). 

1.16. With respect to claim 28, BRADLEY additionally discloses a latch coupling the bed 
to the fi*ame (60). 

1.17. With respect to claim 29, BRADLEY additionally discloses a main latch assembly 
(Col 14 Li. 18-29). 

1.18. With respect to claim 30, BRADLEY discloses a ladder rack including a frame 
(12), and a bed platform (44)/(30), mounted to the top of a vehicle, positioning one 
end of the bed along a side of the vehicle, mounting a ladder onto the platform, 
pivoting one end of the bed upward while pivoting another end about a fixed point, 
and sliding one end inwardly over the top of the vehicle while pivoting another end of 
the bed about the fixed point (compare figs. 2-4). 

1.19. With respect to claim 31, BRADLEY additionally discloses a mechanical dampener 
(64). 

1.20. With respect to claim 32, BRADLEY additionally discloses a latch coupling the bed 
to the frame (60). 

1.21. With respect to claim 33, BRADLEY additionally discloses a main latch assembly 
(Col 14 Li. 18-29). 
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VI, Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim(s) 15-25 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over BRADLEY 
in view of OLMS (US 5,850,891). 

1.1. With respect to claim 15, BRADLEY teaches a frame assembly, bed platform, a 
pivot bearing coupled to the first end of the platform (22),a guide bar assembly, 
including a guide bar projecting outwardly from the second end of the bed, a fixed 
guide assembly having a slot for receiving the guide bar, a hinged guide assembly 
having a slot pivotally coupled, and the guide bar being in both of the slots when in 
the stowage position. BRADLEY fails to disclose the guide bar being exclusively in 
the slot of the hinged guide assembly when in the loading/unloading position. OLMS 
teaches a guide bar (80) being exclusively in the slot of the hinged guide assembly 
(52) when in the loading/unloading position. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify BRADLEY with the guide bar of OLMS in order to 
create more clearance between the vehicle and ladder during the loading/unloading 
process. 

1.2. With respect to claim 16, BRADLEY additionally teaches a handle. 
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1.3. With respect to claim 17, BRADLEY additionally teaches a latch mechanism 
coupling the guide bar assembly to the hinged guide assembly as the guide bar 
assembly is slid out of engagement with the fixed guide assembly. 

1.4. With respect to claim 18, BRADLEY additionally teaches the latch mechanism 
released when the hinged guide is moved to an intermediate position. 

1.5. With respect to claim 19, BRADLEY additionally discloses a pair of spaced apart 
outboard ladder grips (38)/(104), and an inboard ladder grip (36) located midway 
between the outboard grips. 

1.6. With respect to claim 20, BRADLEY additionally discloses a ladder rung grip (36) 
on the platform. 

1.7. With respect to claims 21 and 22, BRADLEY additionally discloses the roof of a 
vehicle. 

1.8. With respect to claim 23, BRADLEY additionally discloses a main latch securing the 
platform in the stowage position. 

1.9. With respect to claim 24, BRADLEY additionally discloses the frame assembly 
having a length substantially equal to a length of the bed assembly. 

1.10. With respect to claim 25, BRADLEY additionally discloses a mechanical 
dampener. 

VII. Conclusion 

l.The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Charles N. Greenhut whose telephone number is (571) 272-1517. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm EST. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Eileen D. Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 



(toll-free). 
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